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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT ROWLAND EVANS AND ROBERT NOVAK OP ED 
ARTICLE IN WASHINGTON POST, JULY 17, HEADED "ASSAD'S 
SCENARIO FOR MIDEAST PEACE." 

2. DAMASCUS-PRESIDENT HAFEZ ASSAD OF SYRIA HAS EMERGED , 

FROM AN UNUSUALLY LONG SILENCE TO RIDICULE PRESIDENT SADAT'S 
PEACE INITIATIVE— "IT ENDED BEFORE IT STARTED"— AND TO WARN 
ISRAEL TO STOP "FISHING" IN THE TROUBLED WATERS OF LEBANON. 

3. WITH THAT BACK-OF-THE-HAND SWIPE TO HIS ARAB BROTHER 
ANWAR SADAT AND HIS MORTAL ENEMY MENACHEM BEGIN. SYRIA'S 
STRONGMAN LAID OUT A SCENARIO FOR MIDEAST AND LEBANON PEACE 
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IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH US. IT WAS HIS FIRST AFTER 
THREE MONTHS OF DISCREET QUIET DURING ISRAEL'S OCCUPATION 
OF SOUTHERN LEBANON AND SADAT'S FADING PEACE MISSION. 

4. A MILITANT FORCE WHO MUST BE DEALT WITH, ASSAD TOLD US 
ON THE QUESTION OF OVERALL MIDEAST PEACE, SADAT SHOULD 
CONCEDE WHAT "EVERYONE IN THE WORLD KNOWS," THAT HIS MISSION 
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TO JERUSALEM HAS NOW BOOMERANGED, LEAVING JERUSALEM UNITED 
AND THE ARABS DIVIDED. 

5. "FROM WHOM IS SADAT TRYING TO HIDE THIS SECRET?" ASSAD 
ASKED WITH A TWINKLE. THE ARABS NOW MUST GET THEIR ACT 
TOGETHER BECAUSE ONLY AN ARAB WORLD "WITH A MATERIAL 
(MILITARY) BASIS OF ROUGH EQUALITY WITH ISRAEL" CAN NEGO- 
TIATE PEACE WITH ISRAEL. "IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO GO TO 
WAR," ASSAD SAID, "BUT ISRAEL WILL ANSWER ONLY TO STRENGTH, 
NEVER TO SUCH NICETIES AS A TRIP TO JERUSALEM." 

6. THE UNITED STATES IS PERILOUSLY CLOSE TO UNDERWRITING A 
SEPARATE ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN PEACE UNDER THE "GUISE" OF A 
COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT, HE SAID. THAT WOULD EXTEND AND 
DEEPEN THE ARAB SPLIT AND DOOM ANY EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

7. THE U.S. PROPOSAL FOR A TRANSITION PERIOD COVERING 
RETURN OF THE WEST BANK TO ARAB SOVEREIGNTY WITH JORDAN, OR 
AS A PALESTINIAN HOMELAND OR WHATEVER WASHINGTON'S CURRENT 
WEST BANK FAD, IS SIMPLY TO "DESCRIBE A NON-SOLUTION AS A 
SOLUTION." BUT ASSAD DID NOT ABSOLUTELY RULE OUT A TRANSI- 
TION PERIOD. 

8. ALTHOUGH HE CAME AWAY FROM HIS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 
CARTER IN MAY 1977 "WITH A GOOD IMPRESSION," EVEN CARTER 
SEEMS UNABLE TO PREVENT ISRAEL "FROM CONTROLLING YOUR 
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FOREIGN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST," ASSAD SAID. "WE HOPE 
THIS MAY CHANGE, BECAUSE AS OF TODAY ISRAEL, NOT THE UNITED 
STATES, DICTATES DECISIONS." 

9. SYRIA HAS ACCEPTED THE PRINCIPLE OF U.N. SECURITY 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 242, TANTAMOUNT TO ACCEPTING A PERMANENT 
ISRAEL. BUT ASSAD IS BLUNTER ABOUT DEALING WITH ISRAEL, 

AND MORE REALISTIC ABOUT THE JEWISH STATE, THAN EGYPT. 

IN OUR INTERVIEW, HOWEVER, BOMBAST WAS ABSENT. THE TALL, 
MUSTACHED 48-YEAR-OLD SYRIAN LEADER SHOWED EMOTIONAL 
FLASHES ONLY ON THE VEXING PROBLEM OF LEBANON. 

10. HE TOLD US THAT SYRIAN INTELLIGENCE HAS UNCOVERED 
SPECIFIC "CONTACTS" BETWEEN ISRAELI AGENTS IN THE BEIRUT 
AREA AND THE SYRIAN HATING CHRISTIAN PHALANGISTS-RIGHT- 
WING FACTIONS ENGAGED IN A TWILIGHT WAR WITH SYRIA'S 
30,000 FRONTLINE TROOPS. 

1 1 . ISRAEL'S EXPLOITATION OF THAT HATRED AMONG PHALANGIST 
MILITIA IN THE SOUTH IS WELL KNOWN. BUT ASSAD WAS SAYING 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT. HE WAS ACCUSING ISRAEL OF STIRRING 
UP THE NORTHERN CHRISTIANS AND INCITING THEM TO ATTACK 
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SYRIAN FORCES. 

12. "WE HAVE RECEIVED NEWS THAT ISRAEL CONTACTS HAVE BEEN 
FISHING AMONG SOME PHALANGIST ELEMENTS TO CARRY OUT MANY 

ACTIONS AND OBSTRUCTIONS AGAINST OUR EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH 
SECURITY IN LEBANON," ASSAD SAID. "THEY ARE PUSHING SOME 
OF THE PHALANGISTS INTO ATTACKING THE ALL-ARAB (MAINLY 
SYRIAN) PEACE FORCE." 

13. ASSAD SWEARS HE WILL NOT BE DRIVEN OUT OF CENTRAL- 
NORTHERN LEBANON BY ISRAELI PROPAGANDA SO LONG AS THE LEGAL 
BUT POWERLESS LEBANESE GOVERNMENT ASKS HIM TO STAY. HE 
LAUGHED AT EFFORTS TO EQUATE SYRIAN OCCUPATION WITH THE 
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ISRAEL INVASION OF SOUTHERN LEBANON. HE NOTED THAT 
LEBANON ASKED SYRIA IN, SYRIA AND LEBANON ARE MEMBERS OF 
THE ARAB LEAGUE, BOTH ARE IN A STATE OF BELLIGERENCY WITH 
ISRAEL, BOTH ARE MOSLEM-MAJORITY STATES. 

14. "IF SYRIA GAVE UP AND LEFT, THE FUTURE, I ASSURE YOU, 

WILL NOT BE BETTER, BUT WORSE," HE SAID. HE WARNED ISRAEL 
TO CEASE EXPLOITING THE TRAGEDY AFFLICING WHAT USED TO BE 
THE BRIGHTEST JEWEL IN THE MIDDLE EAST: THE INDUSTRIOUS, 
BI-RELIGIOUS STATE OF LEBANON NOW TORN IN CIVIL WAR BY 

THE PRESENCE OF HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PALESTINIAN REFU- 
GEES WHO BECAME A STATE WITHIN A STATE. 

15. "THIS ROLE THAT THE ISRAELIS ARE PLAYING WILL REFLECT 
ADVERSELY ON ISRAEL FOR A VERY LONG TIME," ASSAD PROPHESIED. 
"THE EFFECTS WILL NOT BE LIMITED." HE DID NOT EXPLAIN, BUT 
MAY HAVE BEEN LOOKING AHEAD TO WHAT MANY EXPERTS HERE SEE 
COMING: CONVERSION OF LEBANON INTO A FRONT-LINE MOSLEM 
STATE ON ISRAEL S NORTHERN BORDER. ASSAD INSISTED THAT 
ISRAEL'S MACHINATIONS IN LEBANON ARE A PLOY IN ISRAEL'S 
LARGER GAME: TO RETAIN CONQUERED ARAB TERRITORY. 

16. IF SADAT'S PEACE MISSION HAS INDEED NOW BEEN STRANGLED 
BY ISRAEL, ASSAD CHOSE A GOOD TIME TO EMERGE FROM SELF- 
ENFORCED SILENCE. HE IS A PORTENT OF TOUGHER TIMES AHEAD- 
TOUGHER, BUT MORE REALISTIC. END TEXT CHRISTOPHER 
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